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Gateway to America,
Pathway to Global Trade
For logistics and manufacturing companies, the 
Sunshine State is the place to grow.
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Gateway to America,
Pathway to Global TradeFlorida:

As the world’s largest gateway to Latin America and the Caribbean, Miami International Airport handles 83 percent of all air imports and 
79 percent of all exports to/from the region. The airport offers service to more than 160 cities on four continents, as well as dedicated 
freighter service to 106 global destinations. 

Recite the first words that come to mind when you 
think of Florida. Sun? Fun? Relaxation? Retirement? 
All good. But if you don’t think transportation and 
logistics, you miss the mark. 

Florida’s geographic location makes 
it one of the primary logistics sites for 
any business seeking to access either 
the East Coast or Gulf Coast of the 
United States. Florida is the only state 
with seaport access in both the Gulf 
of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. In 
addition, Florida’s location allows for 
cost-efficient access to the Caribbean 
and South America.

Florida also is the country’s third-
largest state, with almost 21 million 
residents. With nearly 120 million vis-
itors annually, Florida is one of the 
largest consumer markets in the United 
States. Florida seaports provide the 
most cost-efficient means to access this 
and other discretionary markets in the 

United States and Latin America.
Florida seaports, along with their fed-

eral and state partners, have invested 
more than $2 billion in seaport infra-
structure to ensure cargo and passengers 
can move efficiently in and out of the 
state and to their final destinations. 
These investments include  infra-
structure and capacity to handle larger 
post-Panamax cargo vessels transiting 
through the expanded Panama Canal 
and the Suez Canal.

Building Economic Strength
On land, on sea, and in the air—

Florida’s airports are skyways to the 
world—the Sunshine State provides the 
perfect pathways to business success. 
And Florida’s leaders are continually 

focused on attracting new businesses 
and enhancing those already in place.

“We should invest in our people.” 
That was the message earlier in 2018 
from Dr. Jerry Parrish, chief economist 
and director of research for the Florida 
Chamber Foundation. There is no 
doubt that Florida has followed pre-
cisely that directive.

Florida’s Gross Domestic Product 
topped $1 trillion in 2018. The state 
also is on track to add 180,200 new jobs 
this year, accounting for one in every 14 
new jobs created nationwide.

This is good—no, great—news not 
only for those who live in Florida but 
for logistics professionals and every-
one else who does business in the state 
where jobs are nearly as plentiful as 
oranges. No wonder Florida is viewed 
as a prime site for manufacturing and 
distribution facilities. 

Florida accounts for 5 percent of the 
U.S. economy, but creates 10 percent 
of the nation’s new jobs. With an esti-
mated 898 people per day moving into 
Florida, the Chamber Foundation’s 
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502 East Je� erson Street   |   Tallahassee, Florida 32301   |   fl aports.org    

In Florida, we’ve invested billions of dollars to increase e�  ciencies in our multi-modal freight 
delivery network of seaports, airports, highways and rail lines.

We can reliably handle diverse cargo shipments with less congestion and more connectivity to the 
Southeast and markets around the world, resulting in greater performance for your business.

When you think business success, think Florida fi rst.

Port Canaveral  |  Port Everglades  |  Port of Fernandina  |  Port of Fort Pierce  |  JAXPORT
Port of Key West  |  Port Manatee  |  PortMiami  |  Port of Palm Beach  |  Port Panama City

Port of Pensacola  |  Port of Port St. Joe  |  Port St. Pete  |  Port Tampa Bay
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Florida 2030 research initiative pre-
dicts the state’s population will grow to 
26 million by 2030.

“Population growth will continue to 
drive Florida’s economy,” the Chamber 
Foundation says in its report. Tourism 
continues to generate solid economic 
gains—more tourists visited Florida in 
2017 than any other year—so it is not 
surprising that tourism-related com-
merce continues to fuel job growth. But 
tourism is just one chapter in the story 
of the state’s prosperity.

Ports and Progress
Navigating the Sunshine State’s 

seaport resources is the Florida Ports 
Council (FPC), a nonprofit corporation 
that serves as the professional associa-
tion for Florida’s 15 public seaports and 
their management.

“The Florida Ports Council partners 
with our seaports to communicate that 
Florida offers definitive advantages to 
consumers and producers by delivering 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, services, 
and connectivity to move freight and 
passengers with ever-increasing speed 
and efficiency,” says Doug Wheeler, the 
FPC’s president and CEO.

To prepare for new growth, improve 
efficiency, and minimize costs to port 

users over the long term, Florida’s sea-
ports have identified $3.3 billion in 
capital improvements over the next 
five years. In general, these projects 
will automate processes, decrease costs, 
add capacity, attract cargo, and expe-
dite movement, with an emphasis 
on using as few resources as possible, 
Wheeler says.

Capital projects vary substantially 
by port and by year. Here are sev-
eral examples:

Port Canaveral is focused on replac-
ing its Cruise Terminal 3, currently 
used for single-day port calls, with an 
expanded facility to serve multi-day ves-
sels with up to 8,000 passengers.

Port Everglades is also enhanc-
ing cruise capacity, upgrading Cruise 
Terminal 25 just in time to welcome the 
futuristic Celebrity Edge in December 
2018. On the cargo side, the port is mod-
ernizing Petroleum Slip 1, working with 
petroleum partners that are developing 
improved offloading infrastructure.

N o r t h e a s t  F l o r i d a ’s  Po r t  o f 
Fernandina is one of several ports 
focused on distribution and logistics 
centers. A logistics center situated at the 
200-acre Crawford Diamond Industrial 
Park will help Northeast Florida cap-
ture a portion of the discretionary 

cargo currently moving through out-of-
state ports.

Deepening the harbor at JAXPORT 
sets up the region for massive growth. 
A 47-foot channel will accommodate 
more cargo aboard the largest ships. 
Forecasts are for up to two million new 
20-foot equivalent units (TEUs). 

And, along with a wide range of 
ongoing infrastructure upgrades at the 
Blount Island and Talleyrand terminals, 
the port is constructing a new automo-
bile processing terminal at Dame’s Point 
to increase vehicle-handling capacity by 
25 percent.

The Port of Key West has finished 
fine-tuning its Mallory Square Pier with 
a mooring dolphin upgrade. A 33-acre 
urban park, being developed by the city 
nearby, will serve cruise passengers.

Port Manatee has a broad slate of 
capital projects, including expansion of 
cold storage, gate upgrades, and inner-
harbor dredging.

PortMiami is planning for cruise and 
cargo terminal expansion, additional 
intermodal and parking facilities, ferry 
terminals, an additional cargo laydown 
area, warehouse consolidation, road-
way realignments, a new modern gate 
system, inland terminal area, bulkhead 
improvements, and other upgrades.

CARGO TONNAGE CONTINUES TO RISE
 ■  Florida’s waterborne international and domestic 

cargo in fiscal 2016/2017 increased 3.2 percent, from 
107.4 million to 110.8 million tons.

 ■  Container cargo tonnage grew 7.1 percent and 
20-foot equivalent units grew by 5 percent. Dry bulk 
grew by 7.5 percent. 

 ■  Domestic tonnage, at 57.8 million tons, overtook 
international trade in 2017, and now exceeds it by 
4.7 million tons.

 ■  Import tonnage is twice that of export tonnage, 
with a 67:33 split. The long-term trend shows rising 
waterborne imports and falling exports, although 
in 2017, exports rose 8.3 percent and imports 
fell nominally.

Source: Florida Ports Council
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In addition to redeveloping Berth 1 
and Berth 17, and expanding on-port 
intermodal rail, the Port of Palm Beach 
will redevelop 3.5 acres as a refrigerated 
container laydown area with a 140-per-
cent increase in reefer plugs over the 
current installation.

Port Panama City is increasing 
capacity at its wood pellet terminal and 
constructing a modern forest products 
terminal. It has plans to deepen its east 
channel, too.

In a non-traditional use of port facili-
ties that will stimulate private sector job 
growth, the Port of Pensacola is modi-
fying Warehouse #1 to give it a “high 
hat” bay to support overhead bridge and 
low bay cranes. It is also rehabilitating 
Berth 6, and expects to complete new 
ferry docks in 2018.

Po r t  Ta m p a  B a y  h a s  mu l t i -
phased developments underway at 
its Channelside properties, East Port, 
Port Redwing, and Hooker’s Point to 
address rapid consumption growth in 
West Central Florida. In addition to 

new tenants, acreage, cargo yards, and 
cranes, it has completed the Berth 150 
finger pier and is putting in place new 
on-dock cold storage.

Among emerging ports, the Port of 
Fort Pierce is moving forward on plans 
to rehabilitate Fisherman’s Wharf and 
the Black Pearl Boat Ramp. It has 
almost completed reconstruction of the 
primary port entrance, and is consider-
ing development options on numerous 
parcels, including Harbour Pointe.

The Port of Port St. Joe and a pri-
vate partner, The St. Joe Company, are 
aligning capital projects with demand.
The port is improving roadworks and 
rail connections, developing dredging 
projects for the ship turning basin and 
the shipping channel, and planning for 
a new dry dock. 

The Port St. Pete’s marine science/
research niche is dictating investment, 
which includes a wharf renovation to 
better serve visiting vessels and an edu-
cationally focused partnership initiative, 
“Port Discovery.”

Florida’s deep-water seaport officials 
are well versed in not only the advan-
tages the ports provide, but also in the 
rich overall environment the state offers 
for those seeking to locate or expand 
their presence in this logistics mecca.

“Florida’s seaports can handle almost 
any type of cargo or business that is out 
there,” says Jim Pyburn, director of busi-
ness development for Port Everglades. 
“Florida also has access to a diverse, 
well-educated workforce as the South 
Florida area grows in both logistics and 
the technology sector.”

Charting a Course 
Access also is key to the state’s suc-

cess. “South Florida has great highway 
connections between major regions of 
the state as well as rail connections, 
including the new Brightline commuter 
rail that continues to link the major 
workforce hubs of Florida,” Pyburn 
points out.

Indeed, the state’s enviable loca-
tion goes well beyond U.S. borders. 

County Line Commerce Center in Plant City, Florida, is a 28-acre mixed-use development that includes a 100,000-square-foot speculative 
building, three other buildings totaling 165,000 square feet, and two parcels for retail or restaurant use. 



CENTRAL FLORIDA’S GATEWAY
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Strategically located just 45 minutes from Orlando, Port Canaveral 
is a convenient, cost effective gateway to a booming, high-
demand, high-consuming Central Florida region. Come see how 
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For more information, email cpa.cargo@portcanaveral.com or visit 
www.portcanaveral.com
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“Proximity to the Latin American and 
Caribbean markets is a huge logistics 
advantage,” Pyburn says. “We see manu-
facturing moving away from rising wages 
in Far East labor markets into Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Florida—
in particular, Port Everglades—has the 
most direct ship-line services to these 
Latin American and Caribbean markets.

“These markets require services to 
transport raw materials and finished 
goods to and from manufacturing facili-
ties,” he adds. “Because Port Everglades 
has the best connections and most 
frequent services to these markets, com-
panies will look to our Foreign Trade 
Zone (No. 25), the third-largest in the 
United States, and other distribution 
facilities to supplement their logis-
tics networks.”

Domestically, Port Everglades boasts 
a premier near-port rail service with the 
Florida East Coast Railroad Intermodal 
Container Transfer Facility, which can 
quickly and efficiently transport goods 
to and from the U.S. hinterland.

Enterprise Florida, the official eco-
nomic development organization for 
the state, provides support to local 
businesses. It also helps them develop 

business abroad through trade missions 
all over the world.

In addition, to develop and pro-
mote business ,  Port  Everglades 
works closely with the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Alliance, Port Everglades 
Association, the Office of Economic 
and Small Business Development, 
Florida Customs Brokers & Forwarders 
Association, and other local and state 
organizations. The port also collaborates 
with the Florida East Coast Railroad 
(FECR) to maintain an efficient and 
cost-effective way of transporting goods.

One-Stop Shop
In short, Port Everglades is a one-

stop shop for logistics professionals. 
“We are the number-one port in the 
state of Florida for perishable/refriger-
ated cargo volume, and number five in 
the United States,” Pyburn notes. “We 
are one of the biggest ports in the coun-
try for trade between Latin America 
and the Caribbean, handling more 
than 15 percent of all U.S. trade with 
Latin America. 

“We are the administrators for Foreign 
Trade Zone No. 25, which allows com-
panies to do business locally and more 

cost effectively,” Pyburn says. “It also 
potentially can reduce tariffs—depend-
ing upon a particular product’s portion 
of U.S.-made components—which 
is becoming increasingly important 
in world trade in light of new govern-
ment policies.”

With all its current assets, Port 
Everglades is hardly floating on idle. 
Among other enhancements, the port 
embarked on a project to extend the 
Southport Turning Notch from 900 
to 2,400 feet, with the potential to add 
five berths. Additional projects include  
widening/deepening the major shipping 
channel, acquiring up to six new super 
post-Panamax cranes, improving crane 
rail and terminals, and relocating and 
constructing a new FTZ facility.

Providing easy and efficient access to 
central Florida, the 10th-largest market 
in the United States, is Port Canaveral. 

“Port Canaveral’s deep-water con-
tainer and multi-purpose cargo berths 
provide an economical and convenient 
ocean gateway into Central Florida 
and beyond,” says Capt. John Murray, 
chief executive officer of the Canaveral 
Port Authority.

“The port is ideally suited for short 

Florida seaports, along with their federal and state partners, have invested more than $2 billion in infrastructure to ensure cargo and 
passengers can move efficiently in and out of the state and to their final destinations.
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Located in the center of a thriving global transportation network, Port Everglades moves your cargo in 
and out fast — in every direction. Visit us at porteverglades.net or call 800-421-0188.

• Less than one mile from the Atlantic Shipping Lanes
• Direct highway access
• One traffic signal to Los Angeles

• Rail connections throughout the U.S.
• On-port Foreign-Trade Zone
• Ocean shipping to 150 ports in 70 countries

CHART A POWERFUL COURSE 
FOR YOUR CARGO
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sea shipping with its location directly 
on the main shipping lanes along the 
East Coast of Florida,” he says. “Port 
Canaveral’s harbor is just one hour 
from sea buoy to dock, and an easy, 
deep draft and unencumbered transit 
for carriers, which allows for highly effi-
cient routing and reduced vessel costs.”  

Going Non-stop
The port’s location offers uncon-

gested non-stop highway connections 
that allow all types of cargo to reach 
high-demand consumer markets such 
as the Greater Orlando area, as well as 
the southeastern United States. There 
is just one stoplight to State Route 528 
(Beachline Expressway) as well as I-4 
and I-95, Murray notes.

“Port Canaveral makes it easy for 
domestic and international shippers to 
take full advantage of the port’s strate-
gic location to reach the fast-growing 
Central Florida market,” he adds.

Another logistics asset is the Port 
Canaveral Logistics Center, located 
about 15 miles from Port Canaveral 
in Titusvil le,  near the Kennedy 
Space Center. The logistics center is 
a 246,240-square-foot facility next to 
the Space Coast Regional Airport and 
37 miles from Orlando International 
Airport. From the site, transit times 
are 121 miles to Tampa, 144 miles to 
Jacksonville, 208 miles to Miami, and 
482 miles to Atlanta.

Por t  Canave ra l  l eve rage s  i t s 
locat ion as se t s  wi th  more  than 
370,000 square feet of enclosed, dry 
and secure dockside warehousing, 
plus 280,000 square feet of refrigerated 
warehouse space. Port Canaveral is the 
grantee for FTZ 136, administered by 
American Cruise-Aid Logistics, which 
operates a 15,000-square-foot warehouse 
at the port.

Meanwhile, SeaPort Canaveral, an 
operator within the FTZ, supplies a 

significant amount of transportation 
fuel for Central Florida, as well as jet 
fuel for international flights from four 
Florida airports: Orlando International, 
Orlando Sanford International , 
Orlando Melbourne International, and 
Daytona International.

Port Canaveral recently signed a con-
tract to purchase a mobile harbor crane 
with an 18-container reach. “The crane 
will be able to handle oversized cargo 
and heavy space components,” Murray 
says. The $5.8-million Liebherr crane is 
expected to be delivered in early 2019.

Giving Berth
In addition, work is underway on 

a multi-purpose cargo berth that will 
accommodate facilities for diverse cargo 
operations including the commercial 
space industry. Scheduled for comple-
tion in mid-2019, North Cargo Berth 8 
on Port Canaveral’s north side will pro-
vide the infrastructure and capabilities 

continued on pg. 82

At Port Canaveral, 1,800 feet of berthing space is equipped with two ship-to-shore cranes able to move 30-40 containers per hour.
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PARTNERSHIP PROVIDES QUICK PERISHABLES ROUTE
Logistics decision-makers in Florida and elsewhere 

are turning to a new cost- and time-efficient solution 
for perishable products traveling to and from Mexico. 
TransGulf, a niche expedited container service call-
ing on Tampa and Tuxpan, Mexico, was launched in 
January 2017 as a partnership created in response to 
trucking regulations that slowed door-to-door service 
for cross-border shipping of products including limes, 
avocados, fresh citrus juices, and concentrates.

“We can help anyone who has transport needs out 
of Mexico,” says Alejandro Lasheras, a TransGulf 
board member. The TransGulf intermodal solution 
utilizes trucking, a dedicated ocean vessel, and rail 
carriers on both sides of the trade. The company 
offers cross-dock and refrigerated services to and 
from Tampa, reaching cities throughout Florida, the 
Southeast, Midwest, and all along the East Coast. It 
also offers service to Canada.

In Florida, the TransGulf service uses Port Tampa 
Bay, located in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, as its hub 
for access to backhaul motor and rail carriers that 
connect Tampa to the rest of North America. 

Transporting portable ISO tanks designed to 
safely carry liquids in bulk, TransGulf augments the 
Sunshine State’s own citrus production year-round, 
solving the limitations of an otherwise seasonal and 
unpredictable industry. “Florida is critical for us,” 
Lasheras says.

TransGulf has vessel and ground assets in Tampa, 
as well as Tuxpan on the banks of the Tuxpan River 
in the Mexican state of Veracruz. The Tuxpan River 
reaches the Gulf of Mexico in about 11 kilometers, or 
just under seven miles. As the nearest port to Mexico 
City, Tuxpan serves as a vital link for Mexican imports 
and exports.

The TransGulf partnership enables door-to-door 
transit times from points well within the Mexican inte-
rior that are comparable to over-the-road delivery 
times. TransGulf ensures that customers receive their 
perishables in pristine condition, Lasheras adds.

Transit time from Tuxpan to Tampa is just two 
and a half days on the water. On its weekly ser-
vice, TransGulf deploys the 700-TEU cargo vessel 
M/V EMILIA, recently chartered from German inter-
ests. The northbound and southbound voyage 
schedule is available on the TransGulf website: 
www.transgulfship.com.

Refrigerated ocean containers carry up to 25 

metric ton of cargo or 20 pallets of fresh produce. 
Refrigerated and dry warehouses on either side of the 
Gulf allow both refrigerated and dry goods shippers 
and third-party logistics (3PL) providers to manage 
their inventories in real time, while also offering an 
array of delivery, packing, storage, and customized 
loadout options—all from within secured locations at 
the company’s port facilities.

“We can assist cargo owners and 3PLs who cur-
rently have cross-border cargo or situations where 
continued trucking constraints are affecting their sup-
ply chain efficiency,” Lasheras says.

TransGulf is looking to add vessel capacity and 
develop additional cargo and port pair offerings in the 
near future, he adds.

Using portable ISO tanks designed to safely carry liquids in bulk 
(top) and refrigerated ocean containers to transport perishables 
(bottom), TransGulf ensures supply chain efficiency. 
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to handle a growing portfolio of heavy 
and oversized cargo, including com-
mercial spacecraft components. The 
berth is designed and engineered as a 
multimodal/intermodal berth that will 
provide flexible capacity and capability 
to accommodate more diverse com-
merce at the port.

“With the port experiencing unprec-
edented demand for bulkhead space, 
coupled with rapid economic growth in 
central Florida and a growing commer-
cial space industry on the Space Coast, 
North Cargo Berth 8 will ensure we 
have the ability to meet the increased 
demand for diversified cargo-handling 
capabilities,” Murray says. 

Crews from Orion Marine Group of 
Tampa are currently installing 413 con-
crete relieving piles, each about 90 feet 
long. Once the piles have been placed, 
construction will start on a seawall with 
a concrete cap. The 900-foot seawall and 
planned 100-foot pier extension will be 
capable of handling an 850-foot ship. 

Connecting the Dots
With all its logistics assets, along with 

economic advantages that include a 
favorable tax climate, business-friendly 
government policies, and compet-
itive costs, Florida clearly makes a 
strong case to win business. Still, locat-
ing or relocating a business remains 
an exhaustive and research-intensive 
process. But the state’s welcoming 
environment translates into plentiful 
resources designed to help ease that pro-
cess, and to offer continued assistance 
throughout the journey to success.

“Our job is to ensure that we pres-
ent the big picture and drill down when 
necessary,” says Jake Austin, CEO of the 
Plant City Economic Development 
Corporation. Plant City’s location in 
the heart of the I-4 Corridor connecting 
Tampa to Daytona makes it a magnet 
for business. The EDC exists to make 
sure all resources are engaged to maxi-
mum benefit.

“Sometimes, whether it be new or 

established companies, employers may 
not know that they qualify for certain 
financial incentives that are used to 
attract jobs and capital investment to 
our community,” Austin says. “We make 
sure we present all the relevant informa-
tion—no detail is too big or too small.”

It’s all about connecting the dots. 
“The Plant City EDC has excellent 
working relationships with our regional 
airports, rail lines, utility providers, 

schools and, most importantly, our 
city government,” Austin says. “We 
work to ensure that businesses within 
our community have the information 
they need to make well-informed deci-
sions regarding their businesses and 
future growth.”

Plant City’s location allows logis-
tics service providers such as Star 
Distribution Systems and Patterson 
Companies to guarantee next-day 

continued from pg. 78

In fiscal 2017, Port Everglades exceeded one million TEUs for the third consecutive year. 
Handling that level of volume helps maintain its status as Florida’s number-one container 
port and the 10th leading container port in the United States, serving more than 150 ports 
and 70 countries.
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Gateway to America,
Pathway to Global TradeFlorida:

delivery anywhere in the state. Access 
to two international airports–Tampa 
and Orlando–as well as Port Tampa Bay 
increase Plant City’s appeal. 

Moreover, the region’s transporta-
tion infrastructure includes extensive 
rail and highway systems. “These are 
incredible assets for both logistics and 
manufacturing companies that are in 
the business of producing and/or mov-
ing product quickly and efficiently,” 
Austin says.

Advocates for Business
The EDC aggressively markets Plant 

City and, in turn, promotes the busi-
nesses that thrive there. “We do so by 
engaging with real estate brokers and 
developers in our region and abroad,” 
Austin says. “We also attend trade shows 
and conferences that convene corpo-
rate decisionmakers in the logistics and 
manufacturing industries. The goal is to 
plant the seed for Plant City. 

“We strive to be a single point of con-
tact for any matter related to locating or 
expanding your business in our region,” 
he adds. “That remains true for a brand 
new business or a rapidly expanding 

one. We help navigate local govern-
ment processes and become advocates 
for your specific needs.”

It helps that local government is 
focused on economic development. 
“Fortunately, we have an engaged and 
proactive city commission that fully sup-
ports our mission,” Austin says. “The 
city’s approach to business is to be wel-
coming and efficient and provide all 
the necessary tools to foster growth, 
rather than being looked at as a barrier 
to entry.”

What developments are on the hori-
zon? There has been “increasing talk,” 
Austin says, of a privately funded high-
speed rail along I-4 that would connect 
Tampa and Orlando, and then even-
tually link into Brightline, which is 
already operating in South Florida. 
“An interconnected rail line opens up 
opportunities for tourism and business 
travelers and reduces stress along con-
gested highways,” he explains.

Meanwhile, downtown Water Street 
Tampa is another project that will ben-
efit Plant City. With more than 50 
acres to be developed, the space will 
include residential, retail, hotel, and 

entertainment facilities. “This change 
in landscape will add selling features for 
both residents and businesses, provid-
ing a host of easily accessible features 
all within 30 minutes of Plant City,” 
Austin says.

Looking Up
In a very real sense, the sky is the 

limit for Florida business. In addition 
to its shipping ports, extensive high-
way and rail networks, and multiple 
hubs that allow for high-speed data 
transmission from around the United 
States to Europe, Latin America, and 
Africa, Florida features numerous inter-
national airports offering commercial 
and cargo service to points around 
the globe.

“Florida continues to grow in inter-
national trade and commerce,” says 
Chris Mangos, director of marketing for 
Miami International Airport. Mangos 
cites the high-tech, biomedical, agricul-
ture, international banking, and finance 
sectors as fields that are particularly 
soaring across the state.

His perspective is from America’s 
third-busiest airport for international 

As Port Canaveral’s first inland port facility, the Titusville Logistics Center supports economic growth through road, rail, and sea supply 
chain connections.
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passengers. Miami International Airport, 
also known as MIA and historically as 
Wilcox Field, is the 
primary airport serving 
the Miami area.

Located on 3,230 
acres  of  land near 
downtown Miami , 
MIA is operated by 
t h e  M i a m i - D a d e 
Aviation Department 
and is the property of 
Miami-Dade County 
government. Founded 
in 1928, the airport 
offers more flights to 
Latin America and 
the Caribbean than 
any other U.S. air-
port. It boasts a lineup 
of more than 100 air 
carriers and is the top 
U.S. airport for interna-
tional freight.

MIA also is the lead-
ing economic engine 
f o r  M i a m i - D a d e 
County and the state 
of Florida, generat-
ing business revenue 
of $30.9 billion annu-
ally and approximately 
6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l 
international visitors 
to Florida. 

Mangos says MIA’s 
vision is to grow from 
a recognized hemi-
spheric hub to a global 
airport of choice that 
o f fers  cus tomers  a 
world-class  experi -
ence and an expanded 
route network with 
direct cargo and pas-
senger access to all 
world regions.

The  a i rpor t  and 
related aviation indus-
tries contribute 270,681 jobs directly 
and indirectly to the local economy. 
That equates to one out of 4.1 jobs.

MIA, one of 19 commercial air-
ports in the state, is an International 

Air Transport Association (IATA) des-
ignated Pharma Hub. The airport’s 
pharmaceutical imports and exports 

totaled $3.7 billion in 2017. In February 
2018, MIA gained final approval from 

the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to des-
i gna te  the  a i rpor t 
as a Foreign Trade 
Zone magnet  s i te . 
“The FTZ will cre-
ate new synergies for 
on-aiport businesses,” 
Mangos says.

In  addi t ion ,  the 
airport ’s  Ocean-to-
Air  Transshipment 
Program saves cargo 
sh ipper s  t ime and 
money through expe-
dited air transport of 
perishable products. 
The program permits 
perishables to arrive 
from Latin America 
by sea, and then to be 
flown from MIA to 
international markets. 

Meanwhi l e ,  the 
a i r p o r t  i s  i m p l e -
menting the Cargo, 
O p t i m i z a t i o n , 
Redevelopment, and 
Expansion Program.  
This comprehensive, 
long-term initiative 
will maximize exist-
ing cargo operations 
and double capacity 
by optimizing current 
use of facilities, demol-
ishing and replacing 
aged and costly struc-
tures, and developing 
new cargo facilities for 
the future.

M I A  r e c e n t l y  
tweeted: “When every-
thing feels  l ike an 
uphill struggle, just 
think of the view from 
the top.” It is this view 

that business leaders throughout Florida 
have enjoyed—and will continue to 
enjoy for the foreseeable future. ■ 

Innovation  
is Expected

1.877.775.7447  |  totemaritime.com

Technology that Offers Advantages
As an industry leader, TOTE Maritime offers the benefits of 
emerging technology. By pioneering LNG-powered Marlin 
Class container vessels, we provided the best in economic, 
environmentally friendly shipping. Now, you can ensure 
your perishables and pharmaceuticals maintain the correct 
temperature through our CoolConnect service, featuring smart 
refrigerated containers with 24/7 real-time monitoring. Every 
innovation is supported by turnkey customer service options that 
include our next-generation web portal and a new mobile app. 
Experience the TOTE Maritime difference – contact us today.

 

Jacksonville Puerto Rico
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Florida Institute of Technology 
web2.fit.edu/programs/8352/ms-supply-chain-management

As a result of the globalization of business and an ever-increasing demand 
for efficiency, supply chain managers are in high demand. Florida Tech’s 
master’s in supply chain management provides training in this emerging 
industry so graduates can effectively plan, communicate, reduce costs, 
improve processes, manage vendors, control inventory, and manage receiving 
and delivery for organizations around the world. Students in the master’s 
in supply chain management program experience an intimate, focused 
environment where professors mentor students and class sizes are small.

Florida Ports Council • www.flaports.org

The Florida Ports Council (FPC) is a nonprofit corporation that serves as the 
professional association for Florida’s 15 public seaports and their management. 

The FPC provides advocacy, leadership, and information on seaport-related issues 
before the legislative and executive branches of state and federal government. 

The FPC believes a strong, strategic, public/private partnership between 
Florida’s ports and state and local government will enable the diverse seaports 

to continue their vast economic contributions to every region of the state.

Plant City EDC • www.plantcityedc.com

Situated 25 miles east of Tampa, Plant City is the second-largest municipality 
in Hillsborough County, with a distinct community well positioned for growth. 

The small-town atmosphere features an agricultural and industrial culture 
distinctive from the more urbanized areas of Hillsborough County, making it 
a great place for businesses in manufacturing, food processing, distribution 

and logistics, and agribusiness. Key businesses in the Plant City limits include 
James Hardie, Dart Container, Toufayan Bakeries, Plastipak Holdings, 

Gordon Food Services, Santa Sweets, and Highland Packaging Solutions.

Miami International Airport • www.miami-airport.com

The top U.S. airport for international freight, Miami International Airport (MIA), 
located on 3,230 acres of land near downtown Miami, is operated by the Miami-
Dade Aviation Department and is the property of Miami-Dade County government. 
MIA is also the leading economic engine for Miami-Dade County and the state 
of Florida, generating business revenue of $33.7 billion annually. Despite the 
decline of economies in many key Latin American and European markets, MIA 
held its ground as one of the world’s top 10 air cargo hubs in 2015, with 1.9 million 
tons of international freight and 256,891 tons of domestic shipments.
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Port Everglades • www.porteverglades.net

Nobody moves cargo in and out faster than Port Everglades. The port is part 
of a thriving global transportation network that counts among its attributes a 

favorable location less than one mile from the Atlantic Shipping Lane, direct access 
to multimodal inland links through Florida’s interstate and highway systems, and 

an FEC rail hub within two miles. Across the street is Fort Lauderdale Airport, one 
of the fastest-growing airports in the nation. Visit the website for more details.

TransGulf • www.transgulfship.com

TransGulf is a niche expedited container service calling on Tampa, Florida, and 
Tuxpan, Mexico. TransGulf’s structure was built on the trust of its clients to 

complete every shipment with fast transit times from start to final destination. 
This leaves clients with the peace of mind that their shipment is built on personal 

service, trust, and quality. TransGulf offers expedited shipping with advanced 
support; a refrigerated container fleet; and high-quality vessel operations. It is 

the nearest nearest port to both Mexico City, Mexico, and Orlando, Florida. 

Port Canaveral • www.portcanaveral.com

Port Canaveral can help you get cargo to market faster and easier. 
Cargo operations at Port Canaveral make the most of its geography, 
saving time and money, while reaching more than 58 million people in 
the U.S. Southeast, as well as markets in Central and South America, the 
Caribbean, Africa and Europe. Port Canaveral is closer to more major 
Florida markets than any other port, and its unique, uncongested proximity 
to rail, highway and air further reduces distribution time and costs.

TOTE Maritime • www.totemaritime.com

Operating in the Jones Act trade since 1975, TOTE companies strategically 
and efficiently route cargo from anywhere in North America to Puerto 
Rico and Alaska. The services offered by TOTE Maritime companies are 
critical to remote areas of the United States. Flexible, efficient, twice-weekly 
service to their dedicated trade routes ensures reliable, consistent and cost-
effective cargo transport for U.S. residents in the non-contiguous states.
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